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Government may be used. Specific pro-
cedures to be followed are contained in
paragraph (c)(4) of this section.

(4) Criteria for use of the actual expense
method—(i) Individual transfers. Agency
experience with the actual expense
method has shown that shipment by
Government bill of lading does not re-
sult in savings simply because a line-
haul discount is available. Therefore,
the commuted rate system shall be
used for individual transfers without
consideration being given the actual
expense method; except that the actual
expense method may be used if the ac-
tual costs to be incurred by the Gov-
ernment for packing and other accesso-
rial services are predetermined (at
least as to price per 100 pounds) and if
that method is expected to result in a
real savings to the Government of $100
or more. (For intrastate transfers, see
paragraph (c)(4)(iv) of this section.)

(ii) Multiple transfers. Under general
rate tenders arranged by GSA and the
Department of Defense (DOD), partici-
pating carriers agree to transport the
household goods of Government em-
ployees at rates below commercial
rates for specific periods of time. These
tenders are arranged under 49 U.S.C.
10721, and no further agency negotia-
tion is necessary to take advantage of
them. Agencies shall evaluate the use
of such rates when, because of the
transfer of several employees, they
have a large volume of household goods
to be moved between the same places
at the same time even though no mass
move is involved; however, the added
costs for use of the actual expense
method, as discussed in paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, and the uncer-
tainty as to total cost for packing and
accessorial services, as discussed in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, shall be
taken into consideration, and the ac-
tual expense method shall be selected
only if it is considered likely that a
real savings to the Government will re-
sult from the use of that method.

(iii) Mass moves. Whenever an entire
facility is being relocated or whenever
it is anticipated that 10 or more ship-
ments of household goods are to be
transported between the same two
points at approximately the same time,
the agency involved shall notify the
appropriate regional or zonal office of

the General Services Administration
(for civilian agencies without special-
ized transportation personnel) or the
appropriate transportation office of
DOD (for components of that Depart-
ment) of the forthcoming move so that
an analysis can be made of existing
available rates for use under the actual
expense method. The notification shall
be accompanied by all pertinent infor-
mation concerning points of origin and
destination, estimated weights of prop-
erty, the number of persons or different
families involved, and dates or periods
of time when each person or family is
expected to move. When appropriate,
the GSA or DOD transportation organi-
zation shall attempt to arrange with
carriers for worthwhile reduced rates
and shall advise the agency concerned
of the results of such efforts. If these
efforts show that a saving will result,
considering all direct and indirect
costs involved, the actual expense
method shall be used. Otherwise, the
commuted rate system shall be used.

(iv) Unusual circumstances. The com-
muted rates do not take into account
intrastate rates that in some instances
may be substantially higher than the
interstate rates that form the basis for
the commuted rates. In order to avoid
the necessity of prescribing commuted
rates for such circumstances, the ac-
tual expense method (Government bill
of lading) may be used when it is ad-
ministratively determined that the
commuted rate system would cause an
unusual hardship for an employee
transferring between official stations
within a State. This authority shall
not be used indiscriminately, and its
use shall be carefully documented and
justified.

[54 FR 20324, May 10, 1989, as amended by
FTR Amdt. 26, 57 FR 28636, June 26, 1992]

§ 302–8.4 Transportation outside the
continental United States.

(a) Coverage. This section contains
special rules which are applicable to
the transportation of household goods
at Government expense to, from, and
between points outside the continental
United States. Individual eligibility is
covered in part 302–1.

(b) Weight limitation. The maximum
weight specified in § 302–8.2 is applica-
ble; however, where furnished or partly
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furnished quarters are to be provided
outside the continental United States
(in the case of a transfer to such a sta-
tion) or have been provided (in the case
of a return to the continental United
States), agencies shall make an appro-
priate reduction in the weight of
household goods which may be author-
ized for shipment at Government ex-
pense.

(c) Allowable costs—(1) Actual expense
basis. Transportation authorized under
this section shall be on an actual ex-
pense basis. Actual expense includes
costs of transportation of household
goods, packing and crating (including
packing and crating materials and
temporary containers), unpacking, and
other necessary accessorial charges
within applicable limits.

(2) Drayage. If door-to-door common
carrier rates are not applicable, allow-
able costs include the actual costs of
drayage to and from the common car-
rier for goods not in excess of the au-
thorized weight.

(3) Lift vans. Charges allowable for
packing and crating and for transpor-
tation include expenses incurred in hir-
ing, transporting, and packing lift vans
when shipments are made in whole or
in part by water, but do not include
charges in connection with any ship-
ment or storage of empty lift vans or
import duties on lift vans.

(4) Valuation. The valuation of prop-
erty as declared for shipping will not
exceed that to which the lowest freight
rates will apply except as provided in
paragraph (e)(3) of this section.

(d) Procedures applicable—(1) Trans-
portation and related services. The allow-
able transportation and related serv-
ices may be obtained by the agency
concerned from any available commer-
cial carrier, except that all shipments
of property by water shall be made on
ships registered under the laws of the
United States whenever such ships are
available.

(2) Use of Government bill of lading.
Commercial shipments will be made on
Government bills of lading or purchase
orders whenever possible; otherwise,
reimbursement shall be made to the
employee for transportation expenses
actually and necessarily incurred with-
in the limitations prescribed by this
section.

(3) Itemization of charges. If the serv-
ices rendered cover, in addition to
transportation, other services such as
packing, crating, drayage, unpacking,
and temporary storage, the total
charge for the services shall be
itemized to show the charge for each
service.

(e) Services in excess of those author-
ized—(1) By means other than selected.
An employee may elect to have his/her
household goods moved by some means
other than the means selected by the
Government, except as noted in para-
graph (d)(1) of this section relating to
transportation by foreign flag vessels,
on the condition that he/she will pay
the amount, if any, by which the
charges for the means of transpor-
tation selected by him/her exceed the
charges for the means of transpor-
tation selected by the Government.

(2) Excess weight. If household goods
in excess of the weight allowable under
this regulation are shipped on a Gov-
ernment bill of lading or purchase
order, the employee shall promptly
upon completion of the shipment pay
the proper agency official for the ex-
cess cost. The excess cost shall be com-
puted from the total charges according
to the ratio of excess weight to the
total weight of the shipment.

(3) Excess valuation or insurance. An
employee may declare a valuation
above the minimum permitted if he/she
assumes all additional expenses result-
ing therefrom, including the cost of in-
surance needed to protect the higher
valuation. (See § 302–8.2(f).)

[54 FR 20324, May 10, 1989, as amended by
FTR Amdt. 26, 57 FR 28636, June 26, 1992]

§ 302–8.5 Temporary storage.

(a) Applicability. Temporary storage
of household goods at Government ex-
pense may be allowable only when such
storage is incident to transportation of
the household goods at Government ex-
pense.

(b) Allowable expenses—(1) Commuted
rate system. In connection with trans-
portation within the continental
United States under the commuted
rate system, costs of temporary stor-
age within the applicable weight limit
will be reimbursed to the employee in
the amount of his/her costs for storage
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